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COPELAND’S CORNER ....
“In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And If I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.” (John 14:2-3)

Preparation Is a Big Theme in Scripture? Some who think they already
know the answers do not worry about preparation. Others, who see
themselves as spiritual but not religious, tend to believe in the moment
and not see the importance of preparation. Preparation, however, is a
big theme in the scripture. Preparation is different than planning.
Planning may be a part of preparation, but preparation is there when
plans and circumstances change. Preparation is getting ready for the
Lord to show up. How are you preparing for the Lord to show up? The
Lord may show up in your locked room that you want to hide in? The
Lord may show up in events that rock you to your core. If you are not
prepared for the Lord to show up in these times, it is very possible to
miss God’s presence and guidance in those times. If you want to make
God laugh, tell God your plans. If, however, you want to see God, then
get ready.
St. Armands Key Is Preparing For God to Show Up: All that we have
been doing in this season of Connection and Discovery has been
preparation. This community of faith has been preparing for God to
show up and point out the next leader. This time of preparation has
been of great importance to recognize God’s plan. God has already
chosen the next leader. The task of the call committee and
congregation is to be prepared when God shows up and says this is the
one. We have listened to the collective wisdom of this congregation in
many ways as part of that preparation and it has produced a focused
Ministry Site Profile and clear understanding of what God is speaking
through the church. Now we continue in prayer and preparation as we
conform our lives to Christ and grow in Holy love, so that we can love
one another as Christ has loved us. That’s how we prepare for God to
show up!
Other Ways of Preparing: In addition to preparing ourselves spiritually
to recognize and respond to God’s call to the future, there have been
many other ways that this congregation is being prepared. When the
new pastor arrives, they need a clear path and all the support possible.
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To that end, the council has hired Kim Heindl as Interim Coordinator of Ministry. During the summer season,
there will be review of the staffing in terms of descriptions to ensure that everything is ready and up to date
for this new leader. There is still much to do in preparation to get ready, but pray we will be ready when God
shows up.
Great God of the Resurrection, we confess your resurrected presence in our lives, church,
communities and world. As we prepare for your plan and purpose, make us ready. Open our
eyes, ears, hearts and minds to your guidance and direction. Help us to recognize and receive
you when you show up. Lord in your Mercy….

On Earth As It Is In Heaven
Easter 2017
Easter is the great victory of Christ that irrevocably defeats
the power of death and connects earth and heaven for
those who believe. We are ambassadors of that kingdom,
called to represent the rules and way of life that will one
day be fulfilled when God sets things right. During the
Easter Season, we will focus on the Kingdom of God and its
embodiment in the life, death and resurrection of Christ.
We will explore how Love is the Rule of the Kingdom of
Heaven, and how it is to become the Rule of our lives and
community of faith. Join in the celebration of the
Resurrection and then get ready to unpack its meaning
throughout the whole season of Easter, that we may fulfill our prayer that God’s will be done on earth as it is
in heaven.
The Commandment of Christ - The Rule of Love: Jesus commanded love. It was not a suggestion or a wish.
Jesus commanded those who claim his name to love one another as he loved us. Knowing that we can’t love
as fully as Christ has loved us, does not excuse us from reaching for it. The rule of Love is our effort to set a
standard capable of moving us from confession of sin to living out our faith. When you stand before the Lord,
what do you think that he will be most interested in. Will he care that you know doctrine or that you sought to
live your life as a witness to the love of God in Jesus Christ. You are invited to explore how to love as Christ
loved us:
Monday, May 8th from 6:30-8pm “How Will We Love”: Even if you were unable to attend our first
session on April 24, you are invited to join in the continued conversation on love. In the first session, we
described what love should look like in thought, word and deed. In this second session, we will discuss how
love will be lived in this congregation. We will also discuss how to deal with unloving behavior. This will all be
put in a statement to be affirmed and celebrated in the Pentecost Service on June 4.
Council Statement on “Rule of Love”: The Church council will be spending some time this month in
conversation to develop a statement of how they will lead and use the rule of love developed through the two
sessions.
Pentecost Celebration and Dedication June 4: We will begin one service at 10am on June 4. In this
service, we will all come together to celebrate the birthday of the church and dedicate ourselves to living the
life Christ has called us into by practicing the rule of love.

Please Share Your Graduates

We Want To Pray For Them: Please send us the name of anyone who is
graduating that you would like us to pray for. Please include:
Name
Institution Graduating From
Degree (If High School just indicate diploma)
Special Insert and Prayer on Sunday, June 11th: We will be collecting these for a special insert on Sunday, June
11th. During the service will be a special prayer for God’s blessings on all those graduating.

Living Lutheran Magazine
Are you receiving the Living Lutheran (previously The Lutheran) Magazine? Every member household of St.
Armands Key Lutheran Church is automatically subscribed to this publication.
(Remember to notify the magazine and the church office of your change your address if you will be leaving
Florida -- heading north for the summer.) If you are not receiving the Living Lutheran magazine, contact the
office to inquire about how to receive it. PLEASE NOTE: Subscriptions will begin in June for our Newest
Members.
The Living Lutheran magazine is the flagship publication of the ELCA. This publication is one way to learn more
about what is happening church-wide as well as reflections and stories about how Christ is illuminating our
world. The magazine is also available on the web for your ease in reading no matter where you are. The
website is www.LivingLutheran.org and will let you browse briefs of articles. Also, you can like the Living
Lutheran on Facebook and keep current between months.
If you forget the website information, you can always go to our church website www.SAKLC.com to view the
church activities calendar, announcements; hear the mid-week Lenten presentations, and find helpful links to
other informational websites such as Living Lutheran, ELCA, Florida-Bahamas Synod and more. Check it out! St.
Armands Key Lutheran Church is also on Facebook. Be sure to LIKE us. During the summer months, when you
are away, the best way to stay in touch with your church community in Sarasota is through the website,
Facebook and Keynotes. And, if you haven’t signed up for the weekly Connections go to the website and
subscribe right now!

EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE:
CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
meets in the classrooms surrounding Ogram Hall
after the Service of Joy at 10:10 am.
SUNDAY ADULT DAILY DISCIPLESHIP CLASS
meets in the back of Fellowship Hall at 10:10 am.
Grab a snack and then come join the conversation!
All Sunday School Classes will meet for the last time on May 21
before the summer hiatus.

Adult Opportunities for the Study of Scripture:

Thursday Morning Adult Bible Study: 10:30 – Noon in Ogram Hall

CONCLUDING THE STUDY OF ROMANS
Since January, CONVERSATIONS, SAKLC’s mid-week {THURSDAYS} Adult Bible Study and
fellowship group, has been involved in an in-depth examination and discussion of Paul’s
Letter to the Romans. That lengthy study will conclude on Thursday, May 18th. Upcoming
sessions will examine Paul’s perspective on the role of government, and will suggest
several reasons why Paul held to this viewpoint. We will also seek to summarize
arguments for and against Paul’s admonition to “be subject to governing authorities.”
This might just lead participants toward seeking to formulate guidelines – in accordance
with our Christian faith – to determine when and how to oppose government policies.
These last sessions promise to be interesting! COME, JOIN THE CONVERSATION, preferably in person, or
from a distance: “Study Notes” continue to be available on-line, THURSDAYS – 10:30 AM to 12 NOON in
Ogram Hall. Retired Pr. Herb Mohlenhoff is group facilitator.

HEALTH COMMITTEE
Chairperson: Ruth Mohlenhoff

CURRENT EXERCISE OPPORTUNITIES @ SAKLC:
TUESDAYS with Debbie Leslie
8:45 to 9:30 AM – Get Fit -- Cardiovascular Exercise
9:30 to 10:30 AM – Thera-Band Class
A NEW TUESDAY MORNING CLASS SCHEDULE BEGINS
TUESDAY, JUNE 6
8:30 AM
9:00 AM
9:30 AM

Get Fit – Cardio Exercise
Thera-Band Class
Balance & Stretching

THURSDAYS with SMH Health Fit Instructors
9:00 to 10:00 AM -- Balance Exercise Class

Honoring Our Mothers – Sunday, May 14th
Special Carnation for All Mothers: Thank you to all mothers who have shared the
creative, nurturing and sustaining love of God with their families. There are many
others, who though unable to have children, loved others with a mother’s love. We
thank all women on this day for the wonderful and unique ways you have expressed
God’s love not only within your family but in the world. We invite you to receive a
special flower as a sign of appreciation for that gift!
The Kitchen is Closed May 14: In honor of Mother’s Day, there will be no breakfast served.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Stephen Leaders: David Bauck, Pr. Herb Mohlenhoff, Uta Nieradtka

“SM” MESSAGES OF APPRECIATION
The work of SAKLC’s Stephen Ministry Team rightfully goes on hidden
from public view, which is entirely proper considering that it is of a strictly
confidential nature. Sometimes, however, it is good to share the result of that
ministry through a reporting of the notes and letters of appreciation received
from former care receivers. Herewith, some quotes from several of those for
whom that ministry has been meaningful:
Quotes from some of our former care receivers:
"It has been nice to have someone to talk to in order to help figure
things out. I have been so lost in my situation that I didn't know where to go, but my Stephen
Minister has helped so much!"
"The experience I’ve had with my Stephen Minister has allowed me the opportunity to gain a
new friend. Her prayers and conversations were the real thing."
“Having someone to listen, care, and pray with can make a big difference in trying times. The
example set by my Stephen Minister was extremely beneficial to me. After my wife’s death, I
had someone to talk to…someone who truly cared and was there to listen to my pain and
console me. I gained a measure of strength from his Christian attitude."
"Thank you for giving of yourself in learning to help others. Learning and then applying your
knowledge to help others is truly a gift of love. I thank you for sharing and for helping me."
“Sometimes dealing with special challenges in our lives makes us feel like we're wandering in
the dark. My Stephen Minister was a wonderful comfort at one of the lowest times in my life.
Her concern and words lifted me out of the dark misery I was feeling, and she helped me to
find new light and hope for me and my children. Thank you!"
The Stephen Ministry program has been an effective way to reach out to those experiencing
difficulties in their lives. If you need a Stephen Minister to help you navigate through one of life’s
storms, don’t attempt the voyage on your own! Call for some help! Contact the SAKLC Church Office
(941)388-1234; or, speak with Pastor Keith; or be in touch with one of our Stephen Leaders: David
Bauck, Pr. Herb Mohlenhoff, or Uta Nieradtka.
We are now prayerfully seeking to identity persons from the congregation who might consider
entering the 50-hour training program to become future Stephen Ministers. Training will start in late
fall 2017. If God’s spirit “speaks” to you about this opportunity, kindly contact one of the leaders
identified above!
The entire Stephen Ministry Team will meet for regular Supervision on
Monday, May 22, 2017 @ 6:30 PM in Ogram Hall.

PARISH NOTES:
The time has come when many of our members and friends will be leaving Florida
and heading to their northern homes. If you would like to keep up with the news
from SAKLC, please contact the Church Office (388-1234 or office@saklc.com ) to
let us know when you are leaving and to double check that the correct address is on
file. Remember, too, that you can read the monthly Keynotes on the website at
www.saklc.com. If you are not currently receiving the weekly “CONNECTIONS”
newsletter, please sign up to receive it by email on the church’s website or email your request to
office@saklc.com. Godspeed!

An updated address directory, including our newest members, is being sent
to everyone on our mailing list this month. Please contact the church office if
your contact information needs updating. All corrections will appear in the
future editions of Keynotes.

Please submit articles for the June edition of Keynotes to the
church office, on or before May 15th.
Thank you!
Fax: (941) 388-1360

Email:

office@saklc.com

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, May 29th
in observance of the Memorial Day holiday.

HOWARD GOLLNICK
July 17, 1923 – April 16, 2017
Long-time member, Howard Gollnick, passed from this part of life on
Easter Sunday. Memorial Service plans are incomplete at this time.
Condolences may be sent to Howard’s wife, Lore at
5510 61st Street, E
Bradenton, FL 34203
JOHN “JACK” WILHELM III
November 13, 1925 – March 1, 2017
We recently received word that Jack passed from this part of life last month.
A funeral service was held on April 1, 2017 at Good Shepherd Chapel, Bartels in Waverly, Iowa.
Condolences may be sent to Jack’s niece, Ms. Cheryl Kowba at
Fairview Farm, 601 Jennersville Road
Cochranville, PA 19330

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Our first month together . . .

Kimberly Heindl, ELCA Deacon
Interim Coordinator of Ministries

Christ is Risen! He has Risen Indeed! Alleluia! In these next 40 days of Easter let us be ever mindful of the Holy
Spirit’s leadings. Let’s talk over coffee, tea, lunch, or on a walk about the garden or circle. If you have already
ventured “up north” please share with me your thoughts, and let’s plan on getting together when you return
next season!
My first month at St. Armand’s has been busy listening and seeking. It’s been a little like a goldfish in a blender
starting out while we have so many of our visitors, guests, and seasonal residents here. It has been a great
time for me to begin to learn about who you are as a community and how I might best serve in this place.
What have I learned so far? You are a compassionate, generous, knowledgeable, expectant, and busy people.
The ministry teams have expressed a great deal of imagination and hope. I am inspired by the display of
urgency to make a difference.
Now seems a fitting time to renew the mission God is calling SAKLC toward. In this time of change and
discernment we all have been invited to listen closely to one another, humbly pray, and act boldly. To set our
minds and hearts on where Christ leads and in all we do give glory to the one who gives us life.
“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.
Give no offence to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God, just as I try to please everyone in
everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of many, so that they may be saved.
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 10:31 - 11:1)
Keep in Touch!
In your adventures and travels this summer, please keep in touch. Send a post card, picture, email, post a note
on Facebook. Please also let us know if you have any prayer concerns while you are away. We will look
forward to seeing you on your return to Paradise!

SOCIAL MINISTRY
The ALL FAITHS FOOD BARREL will remain in the Narthex throughout the
summer. Protein items are especially needed – canned meats, canned
dinners, tuna, peanut butter, soups, & stews. Canned fruits & jellies are
also needed – Please, NO GLASS containers. If you are cleaning out your
cabinets before heading back to your Northern homes, please consider
bringing unopened items to the food barrel. Thank you.

The Fifth Annual Easter Dinner at Resurrection House
Many thanks to the volunteers who helped prepare and serve the Easter Dinner at Resurrection
House on April 11. It was a wonderful opportunity to serve the less fortunate in our
community. Below is a message received from Bill Wilson, acting Resurrection House Executive
Director and Director of Development.
"Every time the volunteers from St. Armands Key Lutheran Church prepare and serve

a meal at Resurrection House it is better than the time before. It is almost doing the
impossible, but it seems to happen each time. CONGRATULATIONS to the volunteers
for their hard work and dedication. The meal is gratefully received and meaningful to
the homeless who look each day for the slightest bit of kindness. You have
made Easter a little bit more meaningful. HAPPY EASTER to everyone involved."

STEWARDSHIP
The United Kingdom, alone among the nations of the world does
not have a Treasury Department. Its government has an Exchequer
that is run by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. The name is a
holdover when the United Kingdom adopted the foreign dual entry
accounting system (an Italian product – thanks Paccioli) in the
1840’s. Before then the English had an accounting system of the Exchequer based on the old Norman manorial
accounting system. Every year the manor lords, dukes and king of the Normans would call in their stewards
and hold them accountable for what was spent. The counting was done on the Exchequer, a 10 by 5 board
with raised edges (so money would not fall off) with a black cloth with green horizontal and vertical stripes
about 6 inches wide on the top. The money was counted in the intersection of the green stripes. Penalties for
not accounting for all the money given a year ago by the lord or duke were severe. An ear, a hand or a head!
You see these Norman lords and dukes were tough customers.
We talked about taking care of God’s stuff last month. Paul tells us in Romans 14:10-12 (New King James
Version- NKJV) that we will be held to account:
10 But

why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all
stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11 For it is written: “As I live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to
Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.”
12 So

then each of us shall give account of himself to God.
We all will be held in account by God for our stewardship and we can’t blame someone else for us falling
short. Let’s face it we all do this – blame someone else - it is part of our human nature..
Good news! We don’t have to account to Norman lords! Paul tells us in Philemon 2:4-8 (New King James
Version- NKIV):
4 Let

each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Let this mind
be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be
equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a servant, and coming in the likeness
of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of
death, even the death of the cross.
Again we are saved by the grace of God, who sent his Son to die for us.

WORSHIP & MUSIC
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Beginning Sunday, June 4th
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE
10:00 AM
Coffee/Fellowship begins at 9 am
Summer schedule ends on
Sunday, October 1st

REFORMATION 500 News
Here is an excerpt from “From Conflict to Communion, Lutheran-Catholic Common Commemoration of the
Reformation in 2017; Report of the Lutheran-Roman Catholic Commission on Unity;” published in 2013.
From the Foreword written by Karlheinz Diez, Auxiliary Bishop of Fulda (On behalf of the Catholic co-chair) and
Eero Huovinen, Bishop Emeritus of Helsinki, Lutheran co-chair
“In 2017, Catholic and Lutheran Christians will most fittingly look back on events that occurred 500
years earlier by putting the Gospel of Jesus Christ at the end. The gospel should be celebrated and
communicated to the people of our time so that the world may believe that God gives Himself to
human beings and calls us into communion with Himself and His church. Herein lies the basis for our
joy in our common faith.
To this joy also belongs a discerning, self-critical look at ourselves, not only in our history, but also
today. We Christians have certainly not always been faithful to the gospel; all too often we have
conformed ourselves to the thought and behavioral patterns of the surrounding world. Repeatedly,
we have stood in the way of the good news of the mercy of God.
The true unity of the church can only exist as unity in the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The fact
that the struggle for this truth in the sixteenth century led to the loss of unity in Western Christendom
belongs to the dark pages of church history. In 2017, we must confess openly that we have been guilty
before Christ of damaging the unity of the church. This commemorative year presents us with two
challenges: the purification and healing of memories, and the restoration of Christian unity in
accordance with the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 4:4-6).
The following text describes a way ‘from conflict to communion’ – a way whose goal we have not yet
reached. Nevertheless, the Lutheran-Roman Catholic Commission on Unity has taken seriously the
words of Pope John XXIII, “The things that unite us are greater than those that divide us.”
We invite all Christians to study the report of our commission both open-mindedly and critically and to
come with us along the way to a deeper communion of all Christians.”

In Chapter VI of the report, “Five Ecumenical Imperatives” are listed. They are listed here for your
discernment.
The first imperative: Catholics and Lutherans should always begin from the perspective of unity and not from
the point of view of division in-order-to strengthen what is held in common even though the differences are
more easily seen and experienced.
The second imperative: Lutherans and Catholics must let themselves continuously be transformed by the
encounter with the other and by the mutual witness of faith
The third imperative: Catholics and Lutherans should again commit themselves to seek visible unity, to
elaborate together what this means in concrete steps, and strive repeatedly toward this goal.
The fourth imperative: Lutherans and Catholics should jointly rediscover the power of the gospel of Jesus
Christ for our time.
The fifth imperative: Catholics and Lutherans should witness together to the mercy of God in proclamation
and service to the world.
This link will take you to the full report. https://www.lutheranworld.org/content/resource-conflictcommunion-basis-lutheran-catholic-commemoration-reformation-2017

Lutherans-Catholics to hold a Common Prayer Service in Orlando
On June 6, 2017, one of the many Lutheran-Catholic Common Prayer services will be held in
Orlando. Another one will be held October 29, 2017 in Miami. These prayer services are
happening all year around the world. The kick-off was in Lund, Sweden on October 31, 2016 and is
still available to watch on YouTube
https:www.youtube.com/watch?v=plkK6zNHP_0&feature=youtu.be
All are welcome and encouraged to participate in the prayer service titled “Common Prayer: CatholicLutheran Common Commemoration of the Reformation” led by Bishop John Noonan of the Diocese of
Orlando, Bishop Felipe Estevez of the Diocese of St. Augustine and Bishop Marcus Lohrmann of the ELCA
Florida-Bahamas Synod. Catholics and Lutherans are called to witness together to the mercy of God in
proclamation and service to the world.
The service will be held, June 6, 2017 at 6:30 PM at the Basilica of the National Shrine of Mary,
Queen of the Universe.

DEDICATION OPPORTUNITY
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnals
Here is your opportunity to offer and dedicate a hymnal in honor or memory of someone. The price is $30. On
Easter Sunday, we listed those who had contributed to date and dedicated the hymnals during the services so
those who will be leaving the area could participate. If you have not yet filled out the ORDER FORM (located
in the Narthex or Church Office) – no worries! The opportunity is still available! We will be placing the order
soon and a dedication of all the hymnals will be held after they arrive and are in the pew racks. Please make
your checks payable to SAKLC (Memo: Hymnals) and attach it to your order form.

Come Worship With Us …
9 am Contemporary Service of Joy
10 am Fellowship & Education Hour
11 am Traditional Worship Celebration

See you on Sunday!

CALL COMMITTEE REPORT
The Call Committee is happy to report that the Ministry Site Profile was approved by the Church Council in
early April. We await the submission of potential candidates from the Florida-Bahamas Synod and then will
begin the interviewing process. We are committed to candidate privacy and appreciate your understanding
that confidentiality is in the best interest of the candidates, their current congregations, and SAKLC.
The call process is highlighting a couple of noteworthy items regarding our community of faith. Did you know
that our parishioners travel from over ten zip codes to attend our services? From Parrish to Venice, people
are not deterred by a long drive in order to be a part of a special congregation!
Also, at our Home Gatherings we learned that so many of you are eager to serve your church and greater
community. The Call Committee urges you not to wait a day longer! Seek out your niche and reach out to the
leader in charge of that committee/group/club. Or you could reach out to our new Coordinator of Ministries,
Kimberly Heindl, kim@saklc.com. They would appreciate your interest and help with the cause! We are
stronger together using our talents to do "God's Work with Our Hands!"
We continue to thank you for your prayers as the Call Committee enters the interviewing phase of this
process.
Sincerely Yours,
The SAKLC Call Committee

St. Armands Key Lutheran Church’s Purpose is
“To Worship Christ, Grow in Grace and
Share God’s Love with All”
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